


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
The aim was to create the first electronic and most accurate 

casualty roll. The first published database of casualti es. The 

first to actively correct and enrich the rolls. Research over 

10 years has uncovered many new records. The database is 

available online at:  

www.boerwarregister.com 

www.findmypast.co.uk 
 

The basic sources are the two published rolls, the  

and The Last Post, a contemporary compilation of biographies of 

officers, nurses and war correspondents who died. 

 

The contain 56,439 entries for 52,690 individuals. 

My research has added 9,534 entries and 3,413 individuals, 41% of the 

entries in the official casualty rolls have been corrected or enriched. 

Over 120 sources have been used in the research. 

  

In 2016 I revised The Last Post revealing duplications, errors and missing 

individuals. I published an article in Soldiers of the Queen detailing my 

findings, along with the first published biography of  the author. 

 

Research has revealed many interesting stories some of which are 

displayed here today with medals.  Other stories and statistical tables are 

in the supporting documentation. 

 

revision of The Last Post. 

 



New Records 
 

My research has added 3,415 new individuals to the casualty roll and 

9,534 new casualty events. 

New Individuals 

1,161 fatalities 

o 210 fatal battle casualties 

894 non-fatal battle casualties 

1,048 individuals do not have a known date of death, most of these 

records come from war memorials and medal rolls. 

New Casualty Events 

The largest number of casualty event added are the release dates for 

the British POWs held in Pretoria. The Official Casualty Roll shows very 

few release dates. This data comes from The Times. 

5,665 dates for POW release, escape, re-joined 

916 POWs not previously recorded 

1,348 battle casualties 

The remainder are various events such as desertion and injury. 

The Times newspaper also records men in hospital, this is an 

unrecorded source which is a future project. 

 



Repeating Mistakes 
 

here are numerous errors which give false 

 

In addition to my database on-line there are three other sources all of 

which faithfully copy and  

www.ancestry.com 

www.forces-war records.com.uk 

www.nmarchive.com 
 

I analysed a sample of data from Ancestry and Naval & Military to test 

Records did not respond to my request to participate in the survey. 

Naval & Military were 100 % accurate. However, I found that Ancestry, 

 had de-valued the data by summarising 

and 

- self-inflicted - 

Some fatalities 

  

So far Ancestry have declined to discuss using an accurate set of data. 

I have found at least one case of Ancestry data causing researchers to 

publish incorrect information on-line. 

-

folder for more on this topic. 
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Deaths at Sea 
 

The war, fought at the tip of the African continent, was about as far away 

from Britain as you can get. The vast majority of personnel and material 

had to be shipped across the oceans, inevitably men died en route. 

355 men have been identified as dying at sea, 205 of these are recorded 

in the published casualty rolls. The remaining 150 deaths have been 

identified from other sources, the majority (114) coming from war 

memorials. 

All deaths recorded so far occurred on the UK-SA route, with just one 

from India: Pte 5788 J Black, Black Watch. 

Most deaths were caused by disease; on the voyage out pneumonia was 

common and the voyage back diseases contracted on active service such 

as enteric. Four men are recorded as committing suicide by jumping 

overboard 

 

Deaths from wounds as recorded is very low, just six. This can be 

explained by recognising that only those thought likely to survive the 

two-three week journey would be sent home. 

A death at sea can help the researcher overcome the common problem 

of service records being destroyed leaving no biographical information. 

On FindmyPast.co.uk there is the Deaths At Sea, 1781-1968 register 

which provides basic biographical information. 

The image below plots the location of the deaths that occurred aboard 

the SS Simla (ex Cape Town 21 May, 1900) transporting sick and 

wounded to England.  

Only one of these seven deaths is recorded in the published casualty 

rolls: Pte Kinshley, Natal Field Force Roll. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Additional Notes  for more information. 

1. Pte 4122 J Holden 5th Dragoon Guards  dysentery 28 May 

2. Pte 4755 F Davies Somerset LI  enteric 1 June 

3. Pte 6059 D Kelly R Inniskilling Fus  wounds 2 June 

4. Pte 7424 J Kinshley KRRC - acute mania cerebritis 4 June 

5. Gnr 17192 H Symons RFA  dysentery 6 June 

6. Pte 3719 W Cox 13th Hussars  dysentery 7 June 

7. Pte 5816 E Carroll Liverpool Rgt  enteric, dysentery, 

exhaustion 9 June 



Identifying a Casualty 
 

Battles are chaotic, hospital wards can be too when faced with an 

epidemic, notes and records are not correctly completed, and they get 

lost. So, how was a dead body or a patient identified?  

The we know today 

1916. From 1907 regiments issued metal discs which in turn replaced 

ard . 

description  (below) was made from cloth, Army Form B.2067 

Description Card For Active Service. The piece of cloth was then sewn 

into the tunic so it could be found on the deceased. 

But sometimes the wrong man was declared dead: AEC Love appears in 

the casualty rolls and a memorial in a cemetery where his body 

apparently rests. However research shows he survived to serve in WW1.  

See his full story in the Additional Notes . 
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