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Introduction 
My database has a total of 64,952 entries. 

Fatal Non-Fatal Total 
23,619 42,323 64,952 

 

The table below shows how this compares with the official casualty rolls and 
two authoritative sources. This table shows is that is very difficult to get an 
accurate count of casualties from existing and reliable sources. My database 
provides the best source for reliable figures. 

                                                Recorded Casualty Incidents: 
 Fatal Non-Fatal Total 
Official Casualty Rolls  21,391 35,017 56,408 
The Official History  21,942 22,829 44,771 
The Times History 22,450 24,202 46,652 
My Database 22,672 41,443 64,115 

 
Notes to Table: 
Official Casualty Rolls: 

South African Field Force 1899-1902, JB Hayward & Sons, 1982 
Natal Field Force 1899-1900, JB Hayward & Sons, 1980 

 Latest date is 30-10-1902 
 Duplicate entries removed 
 There are 58 entries with no known date 

The Official History (Maurice & Grant 1906):  

 specifies casualties to 31-05-1902 

The Times History (Amery 1900-1909):  

 time period not specified  
 fatalities includes 508 men invalided to England who subsequently died 
 Non-Fatal is wounded, missing & prisoners only 

My database: 
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 Only entries to 31-10-1902 
 Excludes the 1,735 entries with no known date 
 Excludes the 37 entries from November 1902 to 1907 for fatalities 

connected to the war 

Over 120 sources have been used to add, correct and enrich the data. I 
have found that not one source is 100% accurate.  
 
I have not used modern transcriptions such as The Boer War Casualty roll 
1899-1902 (A Palmer, Military Minded, 1995). As the author acknowledges 
it is a simple copy of the Hayward rolls and The Last Post and thus repeats 
all their errors. 
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Deaths At Sea 
A death at sea allows the researcher to use the excellent Deaths At Sea, 1781-
1968 register on FindmyPast.co.uk. 

The register shows the ship, date of death, latitude and longitude of death, 
cause of death, cause of death and usually first name(s), age and home address 
or town. Occasionally the time of death is recorded. 

With the latitude and longitude of death one can pinpoint exactly where on the 
voyage death occurred and the likely place of burial. No bodies were returned 
to the destination port. Using Google Earth simply type in the co-ordinates as 

they are shown in Deaths At Sea 

replacing full stops with spaces. 

The image (left) shows the location 
of the three deaths aboard the SS 
Dunolly Castle (ex Southampton 16 
February, 1901) transporting five 
officers and 530 men of the 2nd 
contingent Imperial Yeomanry to 
South Africa, all died of “acute lobar 
pneumonia”. 

1. Pte John Roche - 20 February 
2. Pte Alfred James Croft - 1 
March 
3. Pte Claude Woollven - 5 
March 
 
Searching Deaths at Sea can also 
resolve remarks on the medal roll 
such as “Dead”. Pte 3009 E Hughes 
8th Hussars is one such case who is 
not in the casualty rolls. Deaths at 
Sea show he committed suicide by 
jumping overboard on 6 March, 1901 

off SS Idaho (ex London 28 February). Pte Hughes was on his way back to the 
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war, possibly having been invalided with disease and returning upon recovery. 
Unusually Deaths at Sea gives a detailed description of his death, during the 
morning inspection at 11 am, Pte Hughes “had two attendants looking when he 
made a rush and jumped overboard”. The ship was halted and returned to look 
for him without success. 
 
There is even the occasional Boer prisoner recorded who died on the way to a 
POW camp: SP Du Plessis age 34 died of pneumonia and heart failure on 17 May, 
1900 aboard the SS Bavarian at St Helena. 
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Executions 
George Shaw’s story was 
found in a newspaper 
report: 
 
Bournemouth Daily Echo 

18th June 1901 
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Family Casualties in the Anglo-Boer War 
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Love, AEC – did he die in the war? 
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Ministers of Religion 
The account of Rev Tobias’ wounding comes from a letter from Corporal 14186 
William Thomas Dawes, RAMC.  
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Source: Derby Daily Telegraph 14-08-1901. FindmyPast.co.uk retrieved Jul 2017 

Charles Fredrick Tobias was born in Liverpool 23rd March 1849, the third son of a merchant. 
He was educated at King’s School, Liverpool then at Cambridge University. He matriculated in 
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1871 with a law degree. According to biographical notes published by Wits University he had 
converted from the Jewish faith. 

He then travelled to southern Africa and in 1876 was ordained a Deacon at Bloemfontein. He 
served a variety of parishes in Kimberley, Beaconsfield and O’Okiep in the far western Cape 
Colony. He left O’Okiep in 1900 to take up a post as a Chaplain in the Army. Following the war 
he remained in South Africa settling in Cape Town where he remained until his death in 1937. 

In 1880 he married Ethel Eliza Smith in Kimberley. They had five children. One, George Robert 
Wolfe, followed his father into Holy Orders. He was awarded the Military Cross in World War 
I serving as Chaplain with the South African Heavy Artillery. He had previously served with the 
South African Medical Corps with whom he was severely wounded on the Somme in 1916.  

Following the war George jnr took up missionary work in what is now Namibia and became 
Bishop of Damaraland.  

 

Charles and his wife Eliza, from Ancestry retrieved 13th September, 2017 

Source: http://www.historicalpapers.wits.ac.za/?inventory/U/collections&c=AB934/R/7945 
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Presented to the Queen 
Details of Sgt Morris’ war were printed a newspaper. One a letter details his 
experiences at Magersfontein (or “Spytfontein”), the other appears to be an 
interview which records him being presented to the Queen. 

 

  

 

Source: Burnley Express 24-01-1900, 31-03-1900  
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Prisoners of War 
A total of 9,973 British troops were captured by the Boers during the war. A 
further 1,1713 were posted as “missing”, how many of these may have been 
captured by the Boers is not known.  

The major surrenders were: 

30th October, 1899 – Nicholson’s Nek (Ladysmith) : 861 

 10th December, 1899 – Stormberg (Central Cape): 608 

6th June, 1900 – Roodewal & Rhenoster Camp (Orange Free State) : 591 

3rd April, 1900 – Mostert’s Hoek (Orange Free State) : 466 

31st March, 1900 – Koornspruit (Orange Free State) : 433 

23rd November, 1900 – Dewetsdorp (Orange Free State) : 395 

31st May, 1900 – Lindley (Orange Free State) : 373 

Up to about August 1900 the majority of prisoners, some 6,000 men, were sent 
to Pretoria where a camp was established. The conditions were Spartan and 
deteriorated into 1900, food and medical supplies were scant, 80 men died as 
prisoners. When the British captured Pretoria on June 6, 1900 3,104 men were 
set free, many were in poor physical condition. The remaining prisoners were 
taken east with the fleeing Transvaal army, such as it was. Despite even worse 
conditions the Boers added more British prisoners to the “mobile” camp, such 
as the 187 men captured on July 11 at Zilikat’s Nek. In the chaotic conditions 
men escaped or were released in small batches. On September 5th the Boers 
guards simply left leaving 1,673 men to walk free. However a small number of 
prisoners they thought to be of “high value” – members of the aristocracy, were 
kept. These men were eventually released on September 13 at Barberton.  
Thereafter the Boers did not maintain a central POW camp and men captured 
were held for a few hours or days at the most. 

The Official Casualty Rolls do not give the release date for the vast majority of 
POWs. My research has added 911 prisoners and 5,662 release dates. The 
primary source has been The Times newspaper.  
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The First & Last 
The official casualty rolls don’t list 32 of the first 33 casualties of the war; only 
an officer, Lt RH Nesbitt, Protectorate Rgt is listed. Two days after the Boers 
invaded Natal and Cape Colony on October 11, 1899 the armies collided. At De 
Jager’s Drift on the Natal border with the Transvaal a Natal Police picquet of five 
were captured. On the other side of southern Africa the Lichtenburg commando 
ambushed an armoured train at Kraaipan in the Cape Colony; 14 men of the 
Protectorate Regiment were captured along with three men of the Cape 
Government Railways. A further 11 civilians, probably railway employees, were 
also captured. The train was taking two 7pdr guns and ammunition to bolster 
the defences of Mafeking where the Protectorate Rgt was based. The absence 
of the “Defence of Mafeking” clasp marks Liefeldt’s medal as a rarity for the 
Protectorate Rgt. 

The prisoners were sent to Pretoria and spent the next nine months behind 
barbed wire, the longest period of all British forces captured by the Boers. 
Liefeldt was released on June 6, 1900 when Pretoria was captured by the British, 
he was finally discharged in October 1900. 

After the war Theophilus Edward Liefeldt worked for the Department of Native 
Affairs in the western Transvaal. During World War I he served as a Major and  
“was chiefly responsible” for organising the Native Labour Corps who served in 
south-west Africa and later commanded the South African natives in the war in 
East Africa. For his services he was awarded the Distinguished Service Order.  

Following the signing of the peace on May 31, 1902 the only way to inform the 
scattered commandos was for the British troops to become messengers not 
hunters. This task was incredibly dangerous, the Boer commandos had no idea 
peace had been declared; were the approaching British using a white flag as a 
trick? Eight soldiers were killed and eight wounded in June 1902 carrying the 
news to the Boers in the field. 

Boardman was part of a patrol of 20 near Mortimer, Cape Colony that was fired 
on killing two, mortally wounding Lt HD Spratt and wounding Boardman. Dooner 
records “the Boer commandant, not being aware that peace had been declared, 
opened fire”. 
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Transcription Errors 
The Banstead History Research Group (www.bansteadhistory.com) was 
researching the Kensington and Chelsea district School (Beechholme) war 
memorial. Their main source was Ancestry. They published online and 
unfortunately Ancestry’s inaccurate transcriptions led them to publish the 
incorrect information online. Coincidentally errors related to brothers who died 
in the war. 

Ancestry’s casualty roll 

 
Retrieved 29-08-2017 

Trumpeter W Cruse 8th Hussars killed in action 22-04-1900 at “Karee”. The group 
linked his death to the battle at Karee Siding 29-03-1900. In fact he was killed at 
Kareefontein which is not linked at all to Karee Siding. Following correspondence 
they update their website. 

 
Retrieved 12-09-2017 

Similarly they were mis-informed that Trumpeter WG Cruse 5th Dragoon Guards 
was killed at Howick, Natal. Howick was very much “behind the lines”, being 
killed here would be of great interest. In fact he was “accidentally killed”. 
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Retrieved 12-09-2017 
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Selection of Casualties to show how Ancestry have truncated the cause removing valuable information 
        Cause 
        Official Casualty Roll Ancestry 

East Surrey Regiment Private 4975 H Hart 15-12-1899 Colenso Wounded Severely Wounded 
Derbyshire Regiment Private 3463 T Yeomans 29/05/1901 Vlakfontein Wounded Slightly Wounded 

Scots Fusiliers, Royal Private 5462 G Emms 06/03/1902 Strathrae 
Accidentally Wounded - 
Slightly Wounded - Accident 

King's Royal Rifle 
Corps Private 9771 GA Harris 08/03/1900 Ladysmith Bright's Disease Died 
Nesbitt's Horse Private   B Smith 05/09/1901 Oudtshoorn Bee Stings Died 
British South Africa 
Police Trooper 915 TC Fenton 10-11-1899 Nr Tuli Lionness - Killed Killed 

Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) Private 5818 W Allison 14/10/1901 Zwartkopjes 

Self-inflicted - 
Accidentally Wounded - 
Severely Wounded (Remarks =  Accident) 

Steinaeckers Horse Trooper 1055 Robert Chambers 24/11/1900 No'mahashe Fall From Horse - Killed Killed (Remarks = Fell) 
Gloucester Regiment Private 4481 W Acott 23/02/1900 Ladysmith Suffocation Died 

Nesbitt's Horse 
Quartermaster 
Sergeant   A Beadle 19/09/1901 

Guurbraai 
River Fractured Leg Broken Bone 

Kitchener's Horse Lieutenant   HG Berghuys 29/11/1900 Krugersdorp Murdered Killed 

        All checked 11-08-2017 
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Un-Friendly Fire 
Source:  

Marlborough Express 24-06-1903 
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